
O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C L A R K  CO U N T Y  B A R  A S S O C I AT I O N

Advertise in HEARSAY

Reserve your ad space today!  Call Lisa @ 695-5975

Does your business cater to the legal industry?
Get targeted exposure to CCBA members and associates!

ccbawashington.org
OCTOBER 2016

CLARK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
500 W. 8th Street, Suite 65
Vancouver, WA 98660

2016 CCBA ANNUAL MEETING
Changing of the Guards

page 6

Conference Room
available to rent

Th e CCBA’s offi  ce conference room is available
for meetings and depositions at reasonable rates. 

Call Lisa at: 

(360) 695-5975



2017 CCBA OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

PRESIDENT
Chad Sleight
(360) 609-8024
chadsleightatt orney@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Mark Sampath
(360) 597-3514
mark@sampath-law.com

TREASURER
Greg Cheney
(360) 750-9931
cheney@rylanderlaw.com

SECRETARY
Le Ann Larson
(360) 397-2265
lelarson@wapa-sep-wa.gov

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Rick Mc Leod
(360) 841-5654
law@rickmcleod.com

TRUSTEE
Heather Norton
(360) 542-9511
 heather.norton.law@gmail.com

TRUSTEE
Paige Spratt 
(360) 905-1433
pspratt @schwabe.com

TRUSTEE
Christie Emrich
(360) 906-7234
CEmrich@barrarlaw.com

VLP LIAISON
Jordan Taylor
(360) 737-1478
jordan@hlf-law.com

OFFICE MANAGER
Lisa Darco
(360) 695-5975
ccbamanager@ccbawashington.org 

MEMBER SERVICES
Donna Crandall
(360) 695-5975
ccbaservices@ccbawashington.org

Bill Nelson and some of the veterans
of his 47 years of practice

PROFESSIONAL NEGLIGENCE • WRONGFUL DEATH • SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY

112 W. 11th Street, Suite 150 • Vancouver, WA 98660

360 694 4344 (Vancouver)

503 286 2779 (Portland)

Email: wnelson@bnw-law.com
Email: mthompson@bnw-law.com

www.BNW-Law.com
AV Rated, WSAJ Eagle, AAJ Member

Don’t try it yourself

In over your head with a case in Oregon? 
Let us try it – or better yet, settle it. Whether in Washington or Oregon, we’ll jump in and handle it. Generous referral program.

DON JACOBS   
Trial Lawyer of the Year, Clark County (2015) 
Past President, Oregon Trial Lawyers Assoc.

JESSE JACOBS    
OTLA Guardian and WSAJ Eagle

360-695-1624    nwinjurylawcenter.com



HEARSAY - OCTOBER 2016 1

Medical Malpractice and
Personal Injury Attorneys

"A plaintiff cannot get justice in Clark County, Washington!" 
We hear this a lot.  That has not been our experience.

REPRESENTATIVE VERDICTS AND SETTLEMENTS:

Failure to diagnose brain cancer ......................................$4.5 million

Failure to treat infection....................................................$4.0 million

Failure to diagnose breast cancer......................................$1.0 million

Rear end MVC - soft tissue .................................................. $350,000

Trampoline accident ........................................................ $1.0 million

Partial blindness in one eye ................................................ $850,000

Failure to diagnose GCA .............................................. $1.75 million

Auto/pedestrian collision .............................................. $1.6 million

Obstetrics malpractice ......................................................$3.5 million

Call us if you have a case in SW Washington. Chances are we can help.

Jordan Taylor, Paul Henderson and Connie Henderson 

360.737.1478 • www.hlf-law.com

HENDERSON LAW FIRM, PLLC
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

WRONGFUL DEATH
PERSONAL INJURY

Law office of:

JANE E. CLARK
A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

1014 Franklin Street
Franklin Suites, Suite 108
Vancouver, WA 98660

Available for Referral
or Association

Vancouver  360.859.3823
Portland  503.974.4161
Email  Jane@janeclarklegal.com

HEARSAY is published 12 times per year and is design edited by: GOUGH CREATIVE GROUP
JEFF GOUGH, Creative Director • 360-818-4GCG • direc tor@goughcreative.com

An annual “green” subscription is included with annual membership dues. Members may purchase a hardcopy subscription for $48.00. Letters, news items, upcoming events and announcements 
are welcome. Articles by members are accepted. Submissions should be presented in Microsoft Word and may be edited for length, clarity and style. Submissions by members are published at the 
editor’s discretion and space available. Views expressed in articles represent the authors’ opinions, not necessarily the CCBA’s. The publication does not purport to offer legal advice.

CCBA OFFICE HOURS:  Monday through Friday, 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

President’s Message: .......................................................................... 3
“Valar Morghulis” “Valar Dohaeris” .................................................... 6
CCBA CLE: The Ethics of Social Media - Elder Abuse Reporting ......... 7
A View from the Bench ........................................................................ 9
Earth Shattering News about Powers of Attorney  ............................ 11
CCBA CLE Calendar ........................................................................... 11
CCBA Annual Meeting Minutes ......................................................... 12
CCBA Board Meeting Minutes ........................................................... 13
CCBA Photo Contest  ........................................................................ 14
Nuts & Bolts CLE: DUI Trial Preparation & Defense .......................... 16
Superior Court Bench/Bar Meeting Minutes ...................................... 18
Family Law Section ........................................................................... 22

Young Lawyers Section ..................................................................... 24
Nuts & Bolts CLE: The Dawn of Civil Case Scheduling Orders .......... 25
The Curse of the Bench ..................................................................... 27
Hearsay Profi le: Nathan Petersen ...................................................... 29
Providing Access to Justice - The Cascadia Mobile Legal Clinice ..... 30
CCBA Golf Tournament  .................................................................... 32
Clark County Volunteer Lawyers Program......................................... 34
Law Library News ............................................................................. 35
Attorney Bookkeeping Tips ............................................................... 35
SW Washington Lawyer Referral Service Statistics .......................... 36
Upcoming Events .............................................................................. 36

THIS MONTH’S ISSUE

stay connected
facebook.com/CCBAWA

“Like Us” on



2 CLARK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

Ranked Tier 1
in the Seattle
Metro in
the field of 
Family Law

*AV®, BV®, AV Preeminent® and BV Distinguished® are registered certification marks of Reed Elsevier Properties Inc., used in accordance with the Martindale-Hubbell certification procedures, standards and policies.

Visit mckinleyirvin.com/unmarriedcouples

When a relationship is ending, we protect what our clients value most.

Unmarried couples have different 
rights than married couples.



HEARSAY - OCTOBER 2016 3

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I, Chad Everett  Sleight, do solemnly swear that I will faithfully 
execute the offi  ce of President of the United States....wait.....
wrong oath and wrong offi  ce!!   With the political season upon 
us, I thought I would start my fi rst President’s Message with 
a litt le humor.   Regardless of who you are voting for (or not 
voting for) this November, I think we can all agree that it is 
going to be a wild ride.

When CCBA Board legend Jane Clark asked me to put my name 
in to be on the Board of Trustees a litt le over two years ago, I had 
two thoughts:  1) NEVER say no to Jane (because behind that 
awesome accent she scares me), and 2) being a Trustee for three 
years will give me a great opportunity to learn more about what 
the CCBA does for our members, and to volunteer my time 
and eff orts on behalf of the membership and the community.  I 
never imagined that two years later I would be your president.  I 
am extremely honored and humbled to be in this position, and 
I will do my best to follow in the steps past presidents such as 
Judge Collier, Jean McCoy, Judge Fairgrieve, Judge Clark, Kurt 
Rylander, Mila Boyd, Jane Clark, Arin Dunn, and Rick Mc Leod. 

I feel extremely fortunate to coming into this position at this 
particular time.  Arin and Rick (along with the other board 
members and staff ) have put the CCBA in excellent shape.  
Membership is up (just under 500 members last year), our 
fi nances are strong (that was a focus for both Arin and Rick 
and helped greatly by our Treasurer Mark Sampath and our 
Administrator Lisa Darco), our home will remain the same for at 
least the next two-plus years thanks to Arin and Rick negotiating 
favorable terms for our offi  ce lease, we have increased the 
number of CCBA activities throughout the year, and the current 
CCBA Board is made up of great people who I believe will work 
well together to serve your interests.

A big thank you is in order to everyone who att ended our 
Annual Meeting on September 12th at the Red Cross Building, 
to our presenters Judge Rulli, Judge Langsdorf, Nathan Petersen, 
Jane Clark, Brad Th ayer, WSBA Governor Jill Karmy; to Rick 
Mc Leod who capped off  a great year as our leader by running 
the meeting; and to Lisa Darco and Donna Crandall for all of 
their hard work behind the scenes to make the event a success.  

I also want to extend special thanks to our CLE speakers, Judge 
Langsdorf, Judge Vanderwood, and Judge Fairgrieve who 
provided “A View From Th e Bench.” 

I want to introduce your 2016-17 CCBA Board members with a 
few things I thought you should know about each of them (these 
are unoffi  cial and not pre-approved, so I apologize in advance):

Vice President Mark Sampath:  Mark 
has been the CCBA Treasurer for the past 
two years, and he is transitioning to V.P. 
this year.  His work as our treasurer has 
been outstanding . . . and, frankly, the guy is 
just really smart.  His knowledge and skill 
with numbers allow him to present a clear 

picture to the Board about where our money is going, and what 
needs to be done to keep us fi nancially strong and stable. He 
has a thriving practice as a business law att orney, has a great 
relationship with his two kids, is an excellent dresser, and uses 
his extensive knowledge of grapes to enjoy the occasional glass 
of high-quality wine.
 

Secretary Le Ann Larson:  Le Ann has been 
the CCBA secretary for the past two years, 
and, fortunately for all of us, she agreed to 
stay in the position.  Le Ann does a fantastic 
job of making sure that monthly meeting 
minutes accurately refl ect what is discussed 
at board meetings . . . which is no easy task 

with a bunch of lawyers sitt ing around a table talking fast.  She 
works in the Child Support Division of the Prosecutor’s Offi  ce, 
is heavily involved in her kids’ activities, and volunteers her time 
for charitable organizations in our community.  I am not sure 
how she fi ts it all in! 
 

Treasurer Greg Cheney:   Greg was elected 
treasurer at the Annual Meeting, and we all 
look forward to working with him in what 
is one of the most demanding positions on 
the Board.  He is a local boy, having been 
raised in Ridgefi eld.  He is an associate 

CHAD SLEIGHT
CCBA President
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att orney with Todd Pascoe’s Offi  ce, handling criminal and civil 
litigation, as well as small business issues.  He has spent time in 
Washington D.C. working on a variety of political and legislative 
issues, which should serve him well in the highly political and 
partisan environment of a CCBA Board meeting (joke #2 of 
the column).  What is not a joke is that Greg’s family owns and 
raises llamas.  Th e beautiful beasts accompany the family on 
backpacking trips each summer, where his kids ride them on 
trails and from campsite to campsite.

CCBA Trustee Paige Spratt :  Paige begins 
her second year as a Trustee, and she was a 
great addition to the Board last year.  Like 
Le Ann, there do not seem to be enough 
hours in the day for all that Paige has 
going on.  She is a successful associate at 
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt  focusing on 

construction litigation, is a busy mother to her two young kids, 
is involved in numerous community organizations, and oh yeah, 
won the George Marshall Public Leadership Award in 2016 for 
demonstrating leadership, commitment to public service, and 
academic achievement.  Congratulations Paige; this is a very 
prestigious award!

CCBA Trustee Heather Norton:  Heather 
brings the unique experience of both 
working for the CCBA (membership 
services coordinator for a few years), and 
being a CCBA Trustee.  We got her on the 
Board last year, and I hope she stays for 
many years.  Aft er putt ing her law practice 

on hold for a number of years, she is back practicing full-time.  
Th e Law Offi  ce of Heather Norton provides elder law services, 
including estate planning, wills, probate, and guardianships.  
Allow me to share a personal story to illustrate how awesome 
Heather is:  Back in March, I adopted two rescue dogs (Gigi 
and Macy) who were under the age of one and still very much 
puppies.  In June, I was taking the garbage/recycle containers 
out to the curb and (stupidly) allowed the dogs to help me.  
Th ey caught a scent and both took off  running like their tails 
were on fi re.  Up the hill they went, with me chasing them 
(barefoot) and screaming for them to stop.  By dumb luck, I 
found them about 10 minutes later half a neighborhood away.  
Not only was I missing shoes, I had no phone and no leashes.  
Who came to my rescue . . . you guessed it . . . Heather Norton.  
Like an angel, she dropped out of the sky (joke #3 . . . we are 
actually neighbors and she happened to be outside) and we each 
carried a dog back to my house.  Heather brings this same kind 
of dedication to the CCBA, and we are fortunate to have her.
 

CCBA Trustee Christie Emrich:  Christie 
was elected as a Trustee at this year’s Annual 
Meeting, and I look forward to having her on 
the board.  Since 2006, she has worked with 
Jeff  Barrar as a criminal defense att orney.  She 
has a passion for public defense, and is highly 
respected by judges, prosecutors, and defense 

att orneys for her work in District and Superior Court.  Christie is 
from Michigan, and is a die-hard Michigan State Spartan (that is 

probably an understatement . . . on days when Sparty has a huge 
football game or is in the NCAA basketball tournament, I worry 
for her well-being when the game is tight).  She is a member of 
the Washington Women Lawyers, and is a past board member 
for the Inns of Court.  She is a married to Brian (who is a great 
architect) and is a mom to Norah and Rosie.  And if this lawyer 
thing does not work out, Christie loves baking and has a “not so 
secret” dream of opening her own bakery one day.  I may try to 
use my presidential powers and ask that she make some goodies 
for the Barrister’s Ball this year.

Immediate Past President Rick Mc Leod:  
I have worked with Rick the past few years 
on both the CCBA board and the Inns of 
Court board, yet I feel that I still know so 
litt le about him (and I am prett y sure that 
he likes it that way).  I know that he opened 
his own practice at the beginning of 2016, 

• Extensive Experience in Complex cases including Products Liability,  
 Insurance Bad Faith, Medical Negligence, Serious Injury Claims
• Strauss Institute Trained Mediator, Pepperdine University
• In addition to his regular injury practice, Grant is now available to   
 mediate and resolve complex disputes

Grant A. Gehrmann
Attorney at law

203 SE Park Plaza Dr., Suite 215 • Vancouver, WA 98684

360.253.3667

Complex Injury Claim?
Mediator Needed?

Grant can mediate your case.
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that he is an experienced intellectual property att orney, that he 
handles elder law cases (guardianships and estate planning), 
that he likes motorcycles, that he is known to wear kilts, that I 
have never seen him with his shoes tied, and that he put a lot of 
time and eff ort into being a great president for the CCBA.  For 
the remainder of this bio, I am going to use my imagination.  
I believe that Rick is in the CIA or some other clandestine 
organization, has lived in 42 countries, has 12 diff erent 
passports, spent time in a commune in Argentina eating only 
grass-fed meat and organic vegetables, knows who really 
killed JFK, and is from the future (the year 2180 to be exact).  
Whether any or all of that is actually true, I do not know . . .  but 

would anyone rule it out completely?  In all seriousness, I thank 
Rick for his service as CCBA President, and look forward to 
continuing to work with him this year.

I look forward to serving as your president this year.  I want to 
make sure that we as a Board continue to spend your money 
wisely, put on quality CLE’s to our members throughout the 
year, increase the number of social events for our members, and 
face any challenges or issues that arise in a way that makes you 
proud to be part of the CCBA.  I hope that you will reach out to 
me directly with any suggestions or ideas that you have.  And I 
am always up for coff ee, lunch, or an aft er-work beverage.

congratulates

Michael Simon
on his recent retirement

and is pleased to announce

Jeff T. Lindberg
&

Justin J. Curtiss 
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(360) 696-0228
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It was a beautiful September 12th day in Vancouver, 
Washington. Local att orneys were nestled into the American 
Red Cross Building, to witness the end of a regime and welcome 
in another.  With the sun shining through the windows giving 
witness to the day, the stage was set for us to say goodbye and 
thank you to Mr. Rick Mc Leod for all his service as president 
of the Clark County Bar Association and to welcome Mr. Chad 
Sleight as the new president. 
 
Mr. Mc Leod set off  the festivities with his fl are and style going 
over the year in review and all the eff orts and strides made 
for the bar association this past year.  Th e time and work put 
in for these accomplishments to come to fruition are much 
appreciated but seldom understood--the hard work to keep 
our headquarters within the same location for the next three 
years by negotiating and working on our lease; the time put in 
to encourage and increase our membership, which improves 
the quality and learning of our great sections, which are shared 
among our legal community.  Th ere are also the painstaking and 
tedious tasks of keeping down our expenditures, such as copies, 
paper, storage, and searching, pricing and comparing the best 
locales for events, for money to be utilized elsewhere.  Hard 
work is also required to increase our budget to allow us to enjoy 
all the great events each year, which improves our comradery 
among the bar. 
 
Th e successful events enjoyed this year include the Barrister’s 
Ball, a golf outing, a soft ball game, a summer barbecue, Bowling 
with the Judges, Batt le of the Bands, and happy hours, not to 
mention all the CLE seminars, nuts and bolts learnings, and 
many other section meetings and events.  

Also, the foundations have been put in place this year to 
expand our public service with a call to duty for all att orneys 
to dedicate more time to the community.  Judicial evaluations 

will be forth coming to further strengthen our relationship 
with the bench.  A bench which is nicely integrated into this 
bar association, as shown by the presentations by Judge Rulli, 
Judge Langsdorf and Judge Lewis at this annual bar meeting and 
all the work and cooperation they do, further this community 
and this association. Th ere are also plans in place to initiate a 
Guardianship Law section, to further expand and educate our 
already diverse and specialized bar. 
 
Interwoven into this year in review, were the formalities of 
voting for new offi  cers, presentations and updates of more than 
10 areas aff ecting our bar association and the welcoming of our 
new president Mr. Chad Sleight. 

Mr. Sleight arose and accepted his new position with humility 
and optimism in continuing on the great work of the others, 
which came before him, and thanking Mr. Mc Leod and all the 
hard eff orts of those like Ms. Lisa Darco, without whom most 
things would not be possible.  Mr. Sleight looked forward to 
increasing events to meet all those in the bar association, to use 
these events to welcome new att orneys into the community, 
and to further encourage fellowship among all members of our 
legal community.  He will lead by example and looks forward to 
meeting those at the upcoming events at Top Shelf this month 
and the starting up again of the Inns of Court.  For all of those 
who don’t know Mr. Sleight, he is a very sincere and welcoming 
person.  As the saying goes, “He’s people’s people.”
 
Mr. Mc Leod once again arose and concluded this annual event 
by thanking all those whose hard work helped him accomplish 
many of the great strides within this past year.   It was a great 
year and Mr. Mc Leod accomplished a great many things for 
this bar association.  As he signed off  to conclude his presidency 
he concluded with “Valar Morgulis” to which we say “Valar 
Dohaeris” and a great thank you. 

“Valar Morghulis”
“Valar Dohaeris”
THOMAS DISTEFANO
Hearsay Special Correspondent
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Following the CCBA’s annual meeting, the Honorable John 
P. Fairgrieve, the Honorable Derek J. Vanderwood, and the 
Honorable Sonya L. Langsdorf kindly off ered advice based on 
their experiences on the benches in the Family Court division of 
the Superior Court, the Superior Court, and the District Court, 
respectively.  Th ey good-naturedly off ered wisdom on things you 
should be doing (or not doing) and saying (or not saying):
 
THINGS TO DO
Outside the courtroom
First, they shared suggestions of how to impress a judge before 
you ever enter her or his courtroom.  In motion practice, 
Judge Langsdorf warned of gett ing lackadaisical based on 
one’s familiarity with or informality of a particular court.  She 
commented that att orneys oft en work in the District Court as a 
training ground before practicing before the Superior Court and 
encouraged att orneys to treat their cases in the District Court 
with as much care as their cases in the Superior Court.  Judge 
Fairgrieve encouraged att orneys to fi le a pretrial memorandum 
in order to give the judge the att orney’s theory of the case and 
to work through evidentiary issues.  Th e judges will read these 
memoranda before the trial, so why not take advantage of the 
opportunity to start explaining why you win.  Judge Fairgrieve 
also recommended that att orneys utilize motions in limine, 
including developing a form motion over time with various 
exclusions that att orneys can modify for a particular case on short 
notice.  In all memoranda, Judge Fairgrieve cautioned att orneys 
to ensure they have done their homework and provided legal 
citations.  Even if the legal point is generally accepted, the court is 
not going to do the research for you to fi nd a case on that point—
att orneys need to fi nd the cases and include them in their briefi ng.
 
In addition to ensuring fi lings are of a suffi  cient caliber, 
att orneys must also fi le those documents at the right time.  Judge 
Vanderwood discussed some of the new local court rules that 
will become eff ective January 1, 2017.  He explained these rules 
are designed to move cases expeditiously and will require parties 
to be prepared sooner.  Generally speaking, the new rules will 
not let a civil case sit until the parties decide to move it forward; 
early in a case, the judge will issue a scheduling order sett ing 
discovery and dispositive motions deadlines and a trial date, 
among other things.  Judge Vanderwood encouraged att orneys 
to review the local rules located on the Superior Court’s website 
(www.clark.wa.gov/superior-court/local-rules) or in the July 
edition of the Hearsay (htt p://www.ccbawashington.org/
hearsay/2016_07_Hearsay.pdf, at pp. 18–21).
 
As a couple closing points, Judge Langsdorf highly 
recommended that att orneys make an appointment and 

visit with chambers to learn the judge’s preferences and 
Judge Vanderwood encouraged parties to properly use 
sett lement conferences.  He encouraged the parties to do as 
much preparation beforehand as possible to ensure that the 
parties have resolved stumbling blocks to sett lement (such as 
conducting discovery that will resolve a salient factual issue).
 
INSIDE THE COURTROOM
Once the parties arrive at the courtroom, the fi rst thing Judge 
Langsdorf encouraged was that the att orneys actually arrive.  
Att orneys need to be timely for hearings to permit the court to 
treat all parties fairly and avoid causing problems for the court 
(particularly the clerk) and other parties.  She recognized that 
sometimes att orneys have various hearings scheduled at or near 
the same time, but Judge Langsdorf reminded the att orneys that 
they can and should check in with the clerk to confi rm that the 
att orneys are aware of the hearing and to advise the clerk from 
what other courtroom they will be coming.
 
Judge Langsdorf also encouraged att orneys to show proper 
decorum during the hearing and to instruct their clients 
on how to show proper respect (even so far as advising 
them to not wear a hat, chew gum, or lean on the bar).  An 
att orney’s responsibility to show decorum does not end with 
a court’s ruling:  Exaggerated reactions to a court’s ruling are 
inappropriate.  If att orneys disagree with the court’s ruling, they 
should remember at least two things:  (1) Th e ruling is not a 
personal att ack on the att orney and (2) the att orney can usually 
appeal the ruling.
 
In an eff ort to make the courtroom proceeding run as effi  ciently 
as possible, Judge Fairgrieve recommended that parties 
remember that they cannot stipulate to off ering testimony by 
telephone.  Although telephonic testimony may be more readily 
permissible for a hearing, Civil Rule 43(a)(1) requires in-person 
testimony at trial, absent good cause, which must be determined 
by the court.  Additionally, Judge Vanderwood advised att orneys 
that the time to fi rst test using a particular type of technology in 
the courtroom is not the very moment in which the att orney is 
trying to present it to the court.
 
Finally, in a couple specifi c points of guidance, Judge 
Vanderwood instructed the att orneys that they must anticipate 
providing a joint status report at a scheduling conference, 
addressing issues such as whether all parties have been joined 
and whether the parties will be participating in arbitration.  
Judge Fairgrieve encouraged att orneys to properly utilize 
Evidence Rule 904 to save money and facilitate a smoother trial 
presentation by using it to admit non-controversial evidence.  

A View from the Bench
SKYLER TANNER
Hearsay Special Correspondent
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Still, ER 904 applies only to certain types of documents, and 
att orneys should make sure that the documents that they plan 
on trying to admit through the ER 904 process are in fact the 
type of documents contemplated by the rule.

THINGS TO SAY
As you may not be surprised to learn, the judges encouraged 
att orneys to be good communicators—with each other, 
with their clients, and with the court.  Judge Langsdorf and 
Judge Vanderwood encouraged att orneys to work hard to 
communicate with opposing counsel.  Judge Vanderwood 
reminded the att orneys that it can be very helpful to the case 
and client, even if opposing counsel is diffi  cult.  Judge Langsdorf 
told about a rule she had before joining the bench that required 
she return telephone calls within 24 hours.  On the other hand, 
Judge Langsdorf urged att orneys to not over-communicate 
with the court by trying to conduct “court by email,” including 
copying the court’s judicial assistant on email arguments with 
opposing counsel.  She advised that att orneys should know the 
particular judge’s preference about whether to receive email 
from the parties.  Judge Fairgrieve also reminded att orneys 
to be sure to contact chambers if the parties have resolved an 
issue to ensure the judge does not spend time preparing for an 
issue that will not be argued.

Finally, in communicating with the court, the judges had a few 
specifi c recommendations.  First, Judge Vanderwood suggested 
the parties become familiar with the new vocabulary that would 
be introduced by the new local rules, such as “case assignment 
notice”, “joint status report”, and “case scheduling order.”  

Second, Judge Fairgrieve advised the att orneys that the judges will 
have usually read all of the pleadings and have generally developed 
90-95% of the ruling, so unless att orneys have something new 
to say in oral argument, they should stick to the high points of 
the briefi ng.  Th ird, the judges had a few phrases they did not 
appreciate hearing:  Judge Langsdorf asked that att orneys not say 
“for the record.”  She explained that att orneys use that phrase only 
when they are arguing a decision that has already been made—
the time for argument is prior to the ruling.  Judge Fairgrieve 
advised att orneys to avoid the term “disingenuous.”  He instructed 
the att orneys that “disingenuous” means a lack of frankness or 
candor and implies that the person who is labeled as disingenuous 
is lying.  Judge Fairgrieve suspects the att orneys who use this word 
do not actually intend to accuse the other person of lying, so the 
word “disingenuous” should be avoided.

As a closing note for this recap, Judge Langsdorf encouraged 
att orneys to assist the court in promoting the public’s confi dence 
in the judicial system.

d 
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Estate planning is the wild rodeo of legal practice areas.  And 
friends, it just got way crazy here in Washington.  Starting 
in 2017, a power of att orney designation will need to either 
acknowledged by a notary or att ested by two witnesses.  If you 
want to be fancy like me, you’ll do both, just because you can. 

Th at’s really the big news.  But to take up more space, I’ll add 
more stuff .  As folks oft en say:  I can just do my own Will off  
the internet.  Th at’s true, but can you be sure those DIY forms 
have all the greatness and splendor possible?  For example, a 

power of att orney document can have a provision allowing you 
to nominate your own guardian should one ever be needed.  
Parents can use a POA to authorize someone to make healthcare 
decisions for their minor children.  Parents can even use a POA 
to nominate a their kids’ guardian in the case of their untimely 
demise.  But wait, there’s more.  A power of att orney can be used 
to make an anatomical gift  of one’s body.   Fun, right? 

Th e takeaway:  make sure your powers of att orney documents 
are notarized or witnessed or both.

CCBA CLE Calendar
Register now for any of our upcoming CLEs

CLE – Last Chance Ethics: Oregon Elder 
Abuse Reporting and Ethics of Att orney 
Communication in Social Media
Jeanne Marie Clavere, Scott  Edwards & Rick Mc Leod
November 4, 2016
10:45am – 2:15pm
Red Cross Building
$105.00 for Members
$135.00 for Non-Members
$52.50 for Non-Att orneys
 
N&B – DUI Trial Preparation and Defense
Andrew Wheeler
November 9, 2016
3:00pm – 5:00pm
WareHouse ’23 Event Space
$50.00 for Members
$70.00 for Non-Members
$25.00 for Non-Att orneys

N&B – Court Rules
Hon. David Gregerson, Hon. Derek Vanderwood 
& Emily Sheldrick
December 14, 2016
3:00pm – 5:00pm
WareHouse ’23 Event Space
$50.00 for Members
($10 early bird registration discount if paid by November 30)
$70.00 for Non-Members
($10 early bird registration discount if paid by November 30)
$25.00 for Non-Att orneys
($5 early bird registration discount if paid by November 30)

To Register, Call 360.695.5975

Earth Shattering News about Powers of Attorney
EVA M. LUCHINI
Hearsay Special Correspondent
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September 12, 2016 – 12:15 PM
Red Cross Building at Fort Vancouver
President’s Report: Rick Mc Leod
Discussed the issues presented in the last year and how they 
have been resolved.  Budget issues were resolved with a slight 
increase in dues and sponsors for social events to reduce CCBA 
costs.  Th e CCBA offi  ce lease expiration was resolved with the 
negotiation of a 3-year lease and the ability to remain downtown. 
Membership at 490.  Best year ever! 

Treasurer’s Report: Mark Sampath
Th e CCBA is in a comfortable cash position, but we will be 
conservative moving forward.  May have made between $3k-$4k 
this year, but hard to tell at this point due to prepayment of dues.  
Expects revenue will be fl at and the CCBA will need to continue 
to hold the line with expenses.

Motion to approve last year’s budget through March 2017 as a 
provisional budget at 80% of last year’s allocation. (Mark Carter/ 
Jane Clark)  Approved

Elections
Board of Trustees slate for elections
Vice President: Mark Sampath
Treasurer: Greg Cheney
Secretary: Le Ann Larson
Trustee: Christie Emrich

Motion to accept slate ( Jill Karmy/ Mark Carter) Approved
Goodbye and Th ank You to Gideon “Let’s not spend money” 
Caron
 
Superior Court Report:   Judge Rulli
Discussed Superior Court fi ling statistics.  All Clark County 
departments are being asked to propose a 10% reduction in 
budget.  

Judge Rulli introduced our new Juvenile Court Administrator, 
Christine Simonsmeier

District Court Report: Judge Langsdorf
Judge Swanger will retire and 2/28/17 is his last day on the bench.

District Court specialty courts: Judge Zimmerman – Domestic 
Violence court; Judge Langsdorf - Substance Abuse court; Judge 
Hagenson – Veterans Court; Judge Osler – Mental Health court
Case fi lings in District Court are down but expected to increase 
as CCSO adds additional enforcement deputies.

Clerk’s Offi  ce Report: Scott  Weber
Imaging system upgrade hopefully will be implemented in the 

beginning of 2017.  Th e 10% budget reduction in the Clerk’s 
Offi  ce will likely aff ect family law court facilitators.

Family Law Section Report: Nathan Petersen
Meetings will now be held at the Red Cross Building.  A calendar 
for the meeting topics for the year is in the works.  Th e section 
has switched to an upfront payment for lunch/CLE due to 
the large amount of administrative time spent for each lunch 
meeting under the former system.

CLE Committ ee Report: Jane Clark
Warehouse 23 will be the new venue for CLEs.  Th ere will be 
Nuts and Bolts CLEs on the second Wednesday of the month 
from 3:00-5:00 p.m.   Your ideas for CLE trainings are welcome 
as well as new members to the CLE Committ ee.
 
Young Lawyer Section Report: Brad Th ayer
Th e Young Lawyer Section looks forward to more growth, 
energy, and good times.

WSBA District 3 Governor Report: Jill Karmy
Th e District 3 Governor position will be open.  Candidates can 
apply in January.

Jill Karmy will be the WSBA Treasurer.

Mock Trial Report: Judge Lewis
Middle school teams may possibly compete in January 2017.
New this upcoming year is an American Sign Language 
tournament that will occur along with the Mock Trial 
competition.  Student interpreters will be in the courtroom.
Volunteers are needed!

New CCBA President Chad Sleight
Introduction

Th e next CCBA Happy Hour is 5-7pm at Top Shelf on 
Wednesday October 5th.  See you there!

Chad thanked Rick Mc Leod for his many contributions as 
President.  Th ank you to our outgoing CCBA board members 
Gideon Caron, and Arin Dunn!  

Chad looks forward to meeting att orneys and welcomes 
suggestions for the CCBA.
 
Adjourned – 12:50

CLE to follow:  A View from the Bench presented by Judge 
Vanderwood, Judge Fairgrieve and Judge Langsdorf

LE ANN LARSON
CCBA Secretary

CCBA Annual Meeting Minutes
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Minutes for the CCBA Board of Trustees
Meeting September 7, 2016
Called to order 12:05 (Larson, Mc Leod, Dunn, Norton, 
Sleight, Lisa Darco and Jordan Taylor)

August 3, 2016 Minutes: motion to approve 
(Sleight / Dunn) Approved
Treasurer’s Report regarding August 2016:  Reports submitt ed 
for the month of August

OLD BUSINESS
a) Infrastructure Project (Mc Leod)
Biggest savings would be in large scale printing costs.  FileMaker 
does not work with Microsoft  Word to mail merge.  Vision to 
connect databases to the website.

b) Call to Duty Service Project (Mc Leod)
Susan Arney contacted Mc Leod.  Organizers have March 
and April available.  Mc Leod thinks April is the best month.  
Looking for a convenient and accessible space for veterans. Will 
try to collaborate with Veterans’ Court.
 
c) Quarterly Happy Hour (Mc Leod)
October event is being planned.  Social committ ee will take on 
the planning.  Event will be sponsored by Jean McCoy from the 
Landerholm fi rm.
 
NEW BUSINESS
a) Annual Meeting Agenda (Mc Leod)
Provisional Budget:
 
b) Honorary Membership for Judicial Offi  cers (2016-2017)
Motion to off er honorary membership for Clark County judges 
and Court of Appeals ( Judge Melnick). Approved.
 
c) Library Committ ee Representative (Mc Leod)
Discussion of library committ ee.
 

d) New Section Guidelines (Mc Leod)
Mc Leod draft ed guidelines for creation of new sections.  Th e 
draft  was disseminated to board members for review.  Motion 
to adopt proposed New Section Guidelines (Norton/ Larson). 
Approved.
 
e) Bylaw Review Committ ee (Mc Leod)
Historically, budget was presented at the December meeting.  
Th e general meetings were reduced from quarterly to twice 
annually, so the budgets are now presented in March when 
there is not a fi nal count for bar membership and membership 
numbers have to be forecasted. Th e bylaws need a section that 
addresses the gap that occurs when trying to create a provisional 
budget before fi nal membership headcount is ascertained and a 
fi nal budget can be created.  A bylaw review committ ee should 
be created.
 
f) Guardianship Section Proposal (Mc Leod)
Th ere is a group looking to form a guardianship section.  
Th ey have been meeting for approximately two years and are 
interested in becoming a section of the CCBA.  A guardianship 
section proposal is in the works.
 
g) Hearsay Hardcopies
Discussed cost of printing
 
h) Th anks to Rick Mc Leod our outgoing CCBA President, 
who now becomes our Immediate Past President.  Rick has done 
so much, but he is not fi nished yet.  Th ank you to Arin Dunn, 
who fi nishes his term as the Immediate Past President today! He 
leaves the legacy of the CCBA website, online bar polls, writt en 
procedures for judicial candidate forums, job descriptions for 
CCBA employees, the contract with our Hearsay publisher, and 
he co-negotiated the CCBA offi  ce lease.  Th ank you for a job well 
done, Arin.

Adjourned 1:00 

LE ANN LARSON
CCBA Secretary

CCBA Board Meeting Minutes

visit us online at: ccbawashington.org
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CCBA Photo Contest
Once again the CCBA challenged its members to let us know what you were up to this summer! 
We had a few adventurous souls send us pictures so here are the highlights.

This is Bagnoregio in Italy.  I was on a cooking tour this summer and this was one of 
our excursions.  No cars allowed….long walk!

Duomo di Orvieto in Orvieto, Italy.  Another excursion from our hands on cooking 
tour in Tuscany.

We stayed at a Lavender Garden while attending a dog show in Sequim, Washington. We were staying in Sequim, Washington for a dog show….demanding pugs wanting 
in the house!

ALISON GREENE
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JEFF HOLMES

TOM DISTEFANO

Costa Rican Monkey Mount Jefferson backpack trip

Falls Creek Falls hike

Kayaking the Cowlitz
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KAREN CAMPBELL
Bench Bar Committee Chair

SUPERIOR COURT BENCH/BAR COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES
October 11, 2016

Th e meeting began shortly aft er noon.  Persons present were 
Judge David Gregerson, Judge Derek Vanderwood, Karen 
Campbell, Richard Mc Leod, Heather Beasley, Curtis Welch, 
Lou Byrd, Jolene Sell, Dan Lloyd, Clayton Spencer, Jane Vett o, 
and Tom Phelan. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:
1. New Local Rules (Scheduling for Some Civil Cases):  
Judge Vanderwood announced that there is a CLE scheduled 
on December 14, 2016 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. covering the 
new rules.  Location to be announced. 
 
2. LFO Reform:  Ann emailed members of the Committ ee 
a memorandum to the WSBA Board of Governors (BOG) 

regarding the WSBA Council on Public Defense’s Legal 
Financial Obligation (LFO) statement.  Th e BOG unanimously 
approved the statement on September 29, 2016.  Karen 
reviewed the statement with the Committ ee.  Jane Vett o stated 
that it is the position of the Clark County Prosecuting Att orney’s 
offi  ce that fi nes are part of an off ender’s punishment and not 
LFOs and that restitution is not a fi ne, fee, or cost.  A discussion 
ensued about whether LFOs were defi ned by case law or 
statute.  Karen pointed out that the case law is unsett led on 
many points of law concerning LFOs but is clear that restitution 
is a mandatory fi ne that must be repaid by a defendant.  Karen 
mentioned prior state legislative proposals, referenced in the 
memorandum, that would have provided more uniformity and 
clarity but those did not pass. 

MEMORANDUM

TO: WSBA Board of Governors
FROM: Governor Phil Brady, Board of Governors Legislative Committee Chair; Travis Stearns, Council on Public Defense Member; 
               and Alison Grazzini, WSBA Legislative Affairs Manager
DATE: September 29, 2016
RE: Council on Public Defense Legal Financial Obligation Statement (ACTION ITEM)

OVERVIEW:
The Council on Public Defense (Council) created a workgroup dedicated to reviewing the legal fi nancial obligation (LFO) system in 
Washington State. Members of the workgroup and Council include representation from defense attorneys, prosecutors, county clerks 
and others who play a role in the criminal justice system. The workgroup determined that the Council should comment publicly via a 
statement as it relates to LFO reform to ultimately affect positive change in Washington’s Legislature. 

ACTION: Approve the statement dra  ed by the Council on Public Defense regarding legal fi nancial obliga  on 
reform policies in Washington State.  
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The detail below provides background regarding the issue of LFO reform as well as recent approval by the Board of Governors (BOG) 
Legislative Committee to authorize the use of the Council’s statement.

BACKGROUND:
Legal fi nancial obligations in Washington State
LFOs refer to the fees, fi nes, costs, and restitution ordered by the court as part of a criminal sentence. State and national research shows 
that imposing LFOs on individuals with an inability to pay creates a perpetual fi nancial hardship that can be nearly impossible to overcome. 
Imposing LFOs on individuals unable to pay contributes to overall community destabilization by increasing barriers to post-sentence success 
for individuals seeking employment, housing, and other means to reenter society. 

In addition to increased hardship on the individual, collection of these obligations also creates a hardship for the criminal justice system, law 
enforcement, and others whose resources are diverted during a time of budget constraint in Washington State. 

Washington’s LFO system has been recognized as being particularly poor for the following reasons: 
•  Defendants are overwhelmingly indigent. Recent statistics estimate that nearly 90 percent of all felony defendants in Washington State 

superior courts are represented by public counsel.
•  Mandatory LFOs are becoming common practice. There are both mandatory and discretionary types of LFOs in superior courts and courts 

of limited jurisdiction. Mandatory LFOs deny the court discretion to consider the ability to pay before imposing the LFO. Consequently, while 
courts are required to consider the ability to pay, this occurs inconsistently across jurisdictions thereby resulting in a mandatory LFO being 
imposed.

•  Interest on LFOs is high. In Washington State, LFOs accrue interest at 12 percent each year.
•  Penalty for failure to pay can mean jail time. When an individual fails to meet an LFO order, jail time is a common sanction. This practice 

contributes to overcrowding and the use of already depleting local resources.  
•  Limited opportunities to modify LFOs for individuals unable to pay. Washington State statutes have limited options to allow imposed 

LFOs to be converted to alternative options such as community service. While waiver provisions exist, they are underutilized and can be 
meaningless in some jurisdictions. 

•  Wide disparities in enforcement lead to inequities in the system. Key terms such as “indigence” and “ability to pay” are undefi ned in 
Washington State statute. This has led to gross inconsistencies for individuals in similar situations who receive varying LFOs based on 
jurisdiction. Inconsistencies also exist when it comes to imposing sanctions and enforcement across jurisdictions. 

In a 2015 decision, the Washington State Supreme Court also echoed problems with this system. In State v. Blazina, the court stated 
“Washington’s LFO system carries problematic consequences,” including “increased diffi culty reentering society, doubtful recoupment of money 
by the government, and inequities in administration.”

Council on Pubic Defense action
The Council considered the LFO statement during multiple meetings this year.  
•  During the April 1, 2016 meeting, the Council voted to affi rm that the issue meets requirements under General Rule 12.1. 
•  During the July 8, 2016 meeting, the Council voted to formally approve the statement and continued to collect votes via email between July 

13 and July 18, 2016. 

State legislative proposals 
There have been multiple proposals before the Washington State Legislature to change the current LFO system. During the 2015 session, 
E2SHB 1390 was introduced with bipartisan support. The bill aimed to eliminate the interest accrued on non-restitution portions of LFOs; 
require courts to not impose costs on an individual deemed to be indigent at the time sentencing; establish provisions relating to payment 
plans and priority of LFOs; and address court sanctions for individuals who fail to pay imposed LFOs. 

While E2SHB 1390 has yet to become law, the introduction of this legislation has highlighted the growing need for change related to 
Washington’s LFO system. There will be similar legislation introduced during the 2017 session beginning in January. 

In addition to the Council, other stakeholders supporting statewide LFO reform include the American Civil Liberties Union, Statewide Poverty 
Action Network, Columbia Legal Services, Children’s Alliance, the Post Prison Education Program, the National Alliance on Mental Illness, the 
Seattle and King County NAACP, and Blackout Washington. 

The Council took elements of E2SHB 1390 into consideration when drafting the LFO statement.  

Board of Governors Legislative Committee action 
Pursuant to the WSBA Legislation and Court Rule Comment Policy, the BOG Legislative Committee convened on August 15, 2016 to discuss 
the issue. 

BOG Legislative Committee members voted unanimously that the Council’s statement met requirements under GR 12.1. Comments from 
committee members included this being an access to justice issue as well as identifi cation of relevant stakeholders and future use of the 
statement at both the state and national levels. 

Committee members voted unanimously to approve the Council’s LFO statement. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
The BOG Legislative Committee recommends that the Board of Governors approve the Council’s statement regarding LFO reform to use when 
appropriate, in consultation with the WSBA Legislative Affairs Manager. 

Council legal fi nancial obligation statement
The Council supports legislative intervention to reform legal fi nancial obligations. With regard to these reforms, the Council asks the 
Legislature to fund the courts suffi ciently to perform their constitutional and statutory functions without reliance upon LFOs collected from poor 
and indigent persons.

The Council supports further study on the collection of data on LFOs, particularly on methods, practices and impacts of collection. 
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3. CCBA Announcements:  Th ere were none.  Rick is no longer 
att ending on behalf of the CCBA.  
 
4. Driver’s Relicensing Program:  Karen reported that the 
next meeting of the Att orney General’s stakeholder group is 
November 5, 2016 in Olympia. 

5. Judicial Evaluations:  Judge Vanderwood reported that he 
brought this issue up at the last Superior Court Judges meeting.  
Rick reported that some of the judges called him and provided 
feedback.  Rick is still gathering information and will provide an 
update when his research and process is complete.

6. Fugitive Calendar:  Judge Vanderwood reported that the 
fugitive docket is proceeding smoothly and that these matt ers 
are generally heard at the end of the docket to accommodate the 
Vancouver Defenders.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Runners from Prosecutor’s Offi  ce:  Jane reported that the 
runners from the Prosecuting Att orney’s offi  ce are having a 
diffi  cult time fi nding judges available to sign documents.  Jane 
raised the possibility of having a designated judge or having 
the runners use the ex parte docket.  Judges Vanderwood and 
Gregerson thought the ex parte docket might be too crowded to 
eff ectively handle runner requests.  Judge Vanderwood agreed 
to raise this issue at the next judges meeting.  In the meantime, 
Judges Vanderwood and Gregerson suggested runners contact 
the Judicial Assistants and fi nd out if a judge is available and to 
consolidate the runs to one per day if possible.  Generally, later 
in the day is bett er. 

2. Aft er-Hours Judge:  Jane also reported that law enforcement 
contacted the Prosecuting Att orney’s offi  ce and asked if there 
were judges available on the weekdays aft er hours to sign search 
warrants.  Th ere is a probable-cause judge designated for the 
weekends but not aft er hours on the weekdays.  Th ere is a 
rotating list and law enforcement can go down the list until they 
are able to reach a judge.  Judge Vanderwood agreed to raise this 
issue at the next judges meeting.

3. First Appearance Docket:  Tom raised the issue of whether 
short out of custody matt ers could be taken at the beginning 
of the fi rst appearance docket.  Th e usual practice is for the 
court to handle all of the in-custody matt ers fi rst.  Th is can be 
very burdensome for private att orneys who may have to wait 

until the end of the docket to have their matt ers heard.  Judges 
Vanderwood and Gregerson stated that this has been an ongoing 
issue involving scheduling issues with jail transport.  Tom also 
pointed out that the docket clerks from the prosecutor’s offi  ce 
each handle the calendar diff erently making predictability 
diffi  cult.  Judge Vanderwood agreed to bring this issue up at 
the next judges meeting and suggested a meeting with Jeannie 
Bryant, docket clerk supervisor at the prosecutor’s offi  ce.

4. Fill-In Chair:  Rick Mc Leod agreed to chair the next meeting 
while Karen is on vacation. 

5. Next Meeting:  Th e next meeting will be held on November 
8, 2016 in the Department 3 jury deliberation room.

Respectfully submitt ed,
Karen Campbell

The Council supports the following reforms as it relates to LFOs:
1. Require courts to make an individualized fi nding of ability to pay before imposing costs, fi nes, and fees.
2. Make both discretionary and mandatory costs, fi nes, and fees dependent upon ability to pay.
3. A clear and consistent standard should be established to determine when a person lacks the ability to pay costs, fi nes and fees.
4. Require courts to conduct a full, fair and meaningful hearing on ability to pay before LFOs are imposed.
5. Eliminate interest imposed upon costs, fi nes, and fees and reduce interest on restitution to no more than four percent.
6. Eliminate incarceration and manual labor as a sanction for the inability to pay LFOs.
7. With consent of the defendant, convert unpaid costs to community restitution hours at a rate of no less than the minimum wage.
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CASEY SANDERS
FLS Vice President

Th e Family Law Section kicked off  the 2016-2017 year 
with a presentation by our new president Nathan Peterson 
on technology and practice. Nathan educated att orneys 
about cloud-based practice and the ethical and professional 
responsibilities of maintaining backup fi les on all client matt ers. 
He also presented on technologies which help the family law 
practitioner streamline billing, manage payments, and allow for 
access on the go.

Payments: Th e family law section has switched to upfront, fl at 
fee billing for lunches and CLE’s for the year. Th is was done 

to simplify the process and reduce the administrative time for 
the treasurer and CCBA. Please send any future payments to 
Lisa Ward at Navigate Law Group, 101 E 8th Street, Ste. 260, 
Vancouver, WA 98660.
 
November’s Presentation: Please join us in November when 
Deanna L. Rusch of McKinley Irvin and Laura Markee of 
Markee Valuations, LLC present on the basics of business 
valuations in dissolution cases.

FAMILY LAW SECTION

specializing in

BANKRUPTCY
CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY -  CHAPTER 7 & 13

MARK A.CARTER
L A W  O F F I C E

Serving Washington

State and Federal Court

for Over 20 Years

694-8955
mark@markcarterlaw.com
markcarterlaw.com

1409 FRANKLIN STREET • VANCOUVER, WA 98660

Newly Renovated • Lobby with Gas Fireplace
Conference Room • Workroom

Konica Minolta Photocopier Available
Includes:  Comcast Internet, Secure Wi-fi , On-site Shredding Service,

ADT Security, Cleaning Service, Off  Street Parking

To make appointment to view, contact: 

Lou M. Baran @ (360) 699-1440

ACCEPTING LEASE APPLICATIONS
FOR TWO 2OFFICE SUITES 

613 E McLOUGHLIN BLVD • VANCOUVER
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We’ve got
holes in our Lawyer

Referral Service.
....and you can fill them!

Call Donna Crandall today! 360.695.5975

Each month the LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE refers hundreds of po-
tential clients to our attorneys.  But in some of our referral areas, our at-
torneys are ...well ...sparse.  This is a great opportunity for YOU!  
If you practice in any of these areas, consider joining the LRS today!

- ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
- CONSUMER
- REAL PROPERTY FOCUSING ON TENANT LAW
- LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT

MEMBERSHIP IS ONLY $150 PER YEAR.  
Plus, we are expanding our advertising efforts to include an active 
link on our brand new website. . . COMING SOON!

Hear what some of our LRS members have to say:

“The lawyer referral service is a great resource for the 
public and a great source of work for local attorneys. 
Not every case is a good case but that is the same no 
matter where the referral comes from. The fee for joining 
is reasonable and the way I look at it if you get one good 
case from the service it will probably more than pay your 
fee for the next 5 years. I have had several good cases 
from the services during the 6 years I have been a member.”

~Jane Clark

“The LRS has helped me grow my family law practice, and
has increased the number of family law consultations I do. 
It is a nice way to attract potential new clients.”

~Elizabeth Arwood
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Normally, the Young Lawyers Section takes a hiatus on summer 
events aft er its June elections, but this year the Board decided to 
change things up and host a series of Summer Happy Hours.

We started off  in July at the (somewhat) new Tap Union 
Freehouse on Washington Street. Although the happy hour 
began with me losing a rousing game of Connect 4 to YLS 
Membership Coordinator Jesse Jacobs, the evening was overall a 
success. Th e YLS group took over the balcony area of Tap Union 
and had plenty of great beer and conversation.

In August, we moved our drinking to Doomsday on Main Street. 
Th ings got a litt le dicey when the Couve Cycle showed up at 
the same time as most of our happy hour goers, leaving the one 
bartender working with a line of about 20 people anxiously 
waiting for drinks, but the spacious patio on a hot summer day 
made up for it. Th e weather and beer were awesome, and this 
happy hour was one of our most highly att ended events (which 
our Criminal Liaison, Ben Melnick, is taking full credit for).

We fi nished out the summer with last month’s happy hour at 
Trap Door on Main street. Th e Board presented the membership 
with the newly amended YLS bylaws and, aft er a litt le bit of 
tweaking, the bylaws passed a vote!

Stay tuned for some exciting YLS events coming up this fall! In 
October, our very own CCBA President, Chad Sleight, will be 
presenting a CLE entitled “How to Start Your Own Practice/
Firm as a Young Lawyer.” Th is event will be held on October 27 
at 5:00pm at the Pacifi c Continental Bank Community Room, 

101 E. 6th Street Vancouver, WA 98660. Food will be provided. 
RSVP to Nick at nick@greenenpllc.com.

Additionally, we will be hosting our annual Portland 
Winterhawks group event at the November 19th game. Contact 
Christina at christina@phelanlawoffi  ce for more information.

YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION

CHRISTINA PHELAN
Hearsay Special Correspondent

Carrie Thomas RN, MSN, CCM, CNLCP, MSCC

Transitions Life Care Planning

503.789.8799
carriethomasccm@comcast.net ✽ TransitionsNurseLifeCarePlanning.org

✽ Expert Witness Testimony on life care
plans of children & adults

✽ Board Certifi ed Case Manager, with backgrounds
in obstetrics, neonatology, pediatrics, and geriatrics

✽ Knowledgeable in complex chronic conditions,
catastrophic care, and end-of-life

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
2017/2018 Public Defense Contracts

Clark County has issued a Request for 
Qualifi cations for two-year public defense 
contracts.  The DEADLINE to submit 
Applications is October 28, 2016.  
The RFQ and Application are available at: 

https://www.clark.wa.gov/general-services/indigent-defense
 email ann.christian@clark.wa.gov with any questions.
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The Curse of the Bench

While the Senior team keeps gett ing old, winning never does.   
Th e Senior team did it again.  Th ey put another mark in the win 
column making this the sixth straight win against the Young 
team with the fi nal score being Seniors-17, Youngsters-12.  Th e 
agony and the embarrassment these young att orneys must 
be feeling losing for six straight years.  Maybe they are being 
outcoached; most likely it just them gett ing outplayed old-
school style.

As I sit here writing this amazing article just days before it is due, 
one thing I am happy about is that I kept a score book so I can 
refer back and make fun of and report accurately the excitement 
of the game. 

I believe Judge Stahnke had a plan this year.  Th e Senior team 
managed to rack up ten walks in a slow-pitch game.  I asked the 
Judge about this strategy and he did say that his team trained all 
year on the eyes.  Rachael Probstfeld, the pitcher for the Young 
team, made it clear that was because the Senior’s baserunning 
cannot compete with the Young team’s fi elding: old hips. Th ey 

were too scared to hit, especially Judge Stahnke.  I asked the Judge 
on what he thought about that statement and his reply was: “I 
am good with it because what is the score?”  To be fair, the Judge 
did not walk once.  Judge Bennett  stated, “Coach Stahnke did a 
marvelous job; much bett er than he does on the bench.”

I was starting to think that the Senior’s win streak was going to 
fold under the pressure of a six-year run.  Th ere may have been 
some truth in Rachael’s statement about the baserunning as one 
of the players from the Senior team put this to the test.  Th is was 
just not smart baserunning.  Picture it, top of the fourth inning, 
Seniors up to bat, bases loaded, no outs.  A scream hit to the 
second baseman, and when I say screaming hit, I really mean 
a slow-rolling ball.   Th e second baseman fi elds it cleanly and 
tosses it to the shortstop who is covering second for the force 
out and out number one.  Th e shortstop,  David Loos, started 
tweeting about this great play when the runner that started on 
second base, going to third, decided to try and make it home.  
David had enough time to fi nish his tweet, high-fi ve the second 
baseman, and still throw Bruce Samuelson out by six feet for out 

MICHELE WESTMORLAND
Hearsay Special Correspondent
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number two.  Needless to say, the Seniors ran themselves out of 
what could have been a big inning, and, instead, put up one run 
followed by a big goose egg in the fi ft h.  Anna Kline, the right 
fi elder for the Young team, did have an amazing, running-to-the-
fence, over-the-shoulder catch, to shut the Seniors down in the 
fi ft h inning. 

Th e bats for the Young team started to come to life in the fi ft h 
inning, and the errors started racking up for the Seniors.  Chad 
Sleight had three errors in the fi ft h to contribute to the Young 
team’s rally.  Th ey were starting to hit the ball like they wanted 
to win.  Th ey even tried to take out the Senior’s pitcher, Scott  
Horenstein, but Scott ’s protective instinct over the “family” 
kicked in and he made the out.  Th e Young team was within 
three runs of taking the lead going into the top of the sixth.  Th e 
Seniors put up fi ve runs in the sixth.  Even Bob Vukanovich got 
on base.  His fi rst two at bats were not stellar but his third was 
amazing: he walked.  Th e Senior team put up another run in the 
seventh with a solo home run by Andrew Wheeler to close the 
door on the Young team. 

Maybe next year the Young team can put up a win.  Maybe 
they will save some dignity.  I will say it was an improvement 
from last year but they still lost so I can only give them so much 

credit.  Great job; you went from a D to a D+.   I will leave you 
with the same advice I gave you last year: practice, practice, 
practice.  Of course the Young team may think losing is fun.
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One of the most discussed issues across the legal world is what 
has been termed, “access to justice.”  With the rising cost of 
litigation, potential clients who are middle class or below the 
poverty line have a diffi  cult time fi nding a lawyer they can aff ord 
when they have a legal problem.  According to the 2012-2013 
World Justice Project Rule of Law Index, more than four out of 
fi ve low-income litigants in the United States go it alone because 
they feel priced out of the legal market.  We att orneys are feeling 
the crunch as well.  With the rising cost of law school and the 
rising cost of living, att orneys are having a diffi  cult time fi nding a 
way to provide services to low income clients.  Th at is why, when 
I fi rst heard about local Vancouver/Portland att orneys Christie 
Martin and Gabrielle (“Gabby”) Richards’s new mobile legal 
clinic at a local GAL conference this year, I immediately wanted 
to fi nd out more.

Christie and Gabby started the Cascadia Mobile Legal Clinic 
with the goal of providing pro bono and reduced-fee legal 
services to rural areas of Oregon and Washington.  Th e idea 
came from mobile medical and dental clinics that serve rural 
areas.  Th e clinic operates out of an RV that Christie and Gabby 
purchased to indulge their love of traveling and to use for the 
clinic.  Martin and Richards, LLP is also a paperless and virtual 
offi  ce which makes running the clinic, even in rural areas, 
possible.  Th e clinic screens appointments using the federal 
poverty guidelines and, depending on income, clients can qualify 
to have the initial consultation for free and any subsequent 
services handled pro bono.  If the clients do not qualify for a free 
consultation, they are charged $35 for the initial consultation and 
any subsequent services are handled on a sliding scale basis for 
the fee.  Generally the clinic handles any type of civil law such 
as civil litigation, estate planning, landlord tenant, guardianship, 
probate, and creditor/debtor.  At this time, the clinic does not 
off er services in family law or criminal defense.

When I interviewed Christie and Gabby for this article, they 
told me the reaction to the clinic has been overwhelmingly 
positive.  Word of mouth has been great and people ask them 
about the clinic wherever they stop in their travels because of the 
sign for Cascadia Mobile Clinic they put on the RV. Whenever 

they pull into or pull up to a clinic, people are always excited to 
see them.  In order to set up a clinic, Christie and Gabby contact 
legal aid and the local bar association in the area where they 

Providing Access to Justice

The Cascadia Mobile Legal Clinic
BRIAN MacKENZIE
Hearsay Special Correspondent
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wish to go and ask for an endorsement.  Th e local bar association 
then helps Cascadia set up appointments for any individuals 
who wish to consult with an att orney.  Local att orneys are 
also volunteering to help with the clinic.  As of the day of our 
interview, the Cascadia Mobile Legal Clinic had hosted two 
clinics in Th e Dalles and Hood River, so far with great success.  
Th e bar associations are already requesting they return to host 
more clinics.  Th e types of cases they handle have been all 
over the map ranging from evictions to helping to complete 
paperwork a client is having a diffi  cult time understanding.  
One example Christie and Gabby shared with me involved a 
family who lived in HUD Section 8 housing who were suff ering 
in the extreme heat this area experienced in July.  Th e landlord 
was not allowing the tenants of the building to use window 
air conditioning units and instead wanted them to purchase 
standing air conditioning units.  Standing units are much more 
expensive and hard for older and disabled tenants to operate.  
Cascadia was able to successfully help the tenants by reminding 
the landlord that window air conditioning units were allowed 
under HUD rules.  Th e client did not feel comfortable going to a 
lawyer’s offi  ce to get help but was able to get the help she needed 
at the clinic.

Looking to the future, Christie and Gabby would like the clinic 
to become entirely self-sustaining.  As the clinic grows, it is most 
important to keep the good reputation of their services and be 
able to have all appointment slots full to maximize the number 
of people helped.  Th e clinics in October will be in Washington 
and they hope the upcoming clinics will be as successful as the 
fi rst clinics in Oregon.  In the future, they hope att orneys in the 
areas they visit will also volunteer and more practice areas will 
be off ered to communities.

As the debate over access to justice continues on both a state 
and national level, att orneys and bar associations will have to 
continue thinking outside of the box to off er services to low 
income clients.  I am impressed with the Cascadia Mobile Legal 
Clinic and hope the service model it represents will continue to 
grow and fl ourish.  For more information about the clinic, and to 
see upcoming locations and dates, please visit cascadialawyers.
com or contact Martin and Richards, LLP at 503-444-3449.

The CCBA offi ce offers
self-service copies to members
for only .05¢ per page*
Need your copies stapled, hole punched, 
collated, or double-sided?

Our machine can do that! 
Think of the possibilities.

*Black and White only

Call Lisa at: (360) 695-5975
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Christina and Brandon covered this year’s CCBA Golf 
Tournament (Christina from the outside as a typical “journalist” 
would, and Brandon going undercover as a “player” to gain 
insider info). Below is an account of how it went.

Christina: I showed up aft er the tournament had started (despite 
my best eff orts to miss as much work on a sunny Friday as 
possible), and was given a golf cart by Green Meadows staff  to 
start my coverage. To my surprise, as I started driving around 
the course, I was excitedly greeted by each group of golfers I 
approached. To my disappointment, I quickly realized it was 
because they all thought I was the drink cart girl . . . .

Aft er snapping a few pictures and chatt ing with a couple groups, 
I decided it would be best for my own safety (there were some 
close calls) and for the drinking hopes of the golfers if I turned in 

CCBA Golf Tournament
CHRISTINA PHELAN
& BRANDON CAMPBELL
Hearsay Special Correspondents
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my cart and went to enjoy the sun elsewhere. Th ankfully, Brandon 
stuck around and was there to pick up my reporting slack.

Brandon: Th e weather held steady, if not my putt ing stroke. Th e 
2016 CCBA Golf Tournament, hosted at Green Meadows Golf 
Club, went off  without a hitch (except in various att endees back 
swings who shall remain nameless).

Th e highlight of this year’s tournament was not Team Nichols 
holding on to their championship jackets, but rather goes to 
Brad Anderson who hit a hole-in-one during the tournament. 
Th e traditional hoopla followed, with Mr. Anderson hosting a 

round for the att endees based on his well-placed shot. Certainly
not the cheapest day to hit an ace, which is why I aim for such 
shots only on mid-week aft ernoon rounds.

As always, the Golf tournament was a great opportunity for 
commiserating and missing a guilt-free aft ernoon of work. Next 
year’s tournament is already in the works, and hopefully will 
be bigger and bett er than ever. We are working on a diff erent 
course, and reinstating the hole prizes. Anyone interested in 
hosting a hole, putt ing contest, or otherwise looking to help 
support next year’s event is urged to contact Brandon Campbell 
at (Brandon@campbellatlaw.com or 360-695-9502).

WANTED!!!
Th e Hearsay is in search of new and exciting material and new and 

exciting contributors!  Please join us on the third Tuesday of every month 
at noon at the CCBA offi  ce! If you have a great idea to share, 

please don’t hesitate to contact us.
Call Lisa in the CCBA offi  ce at 695-5975
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Executive Legal Suites
BANK OF AMERICA PLAZA

TURNKEY OFFICES FOR RENT
• Large office with view 
• Separate paralegal space
• Full-time receptionist to screen your calls and calendar
• Telephone, high speed printer/copier and wifi (all included)

• Brand new build-out, furnished office
• In-suite conference room with view 

Located at 805 Broadway, Suite 510
Vancouver, WA  98660

Contact Dianne at 360-931-0863
or 360-921-2829

Stand by your phone. Our annual Campaign for Equal Justice telethon is fast approaching. Our board members and community 
volunteers will be calling on Th ursday, Nov 17th in the aft ernoon to ask you to support us by donating to the Campaign. Every 
dollar donated comes back to us at the CCVLP at an average of $1.50. Th is is a great way to support the program so please 
answer our call and be generous. If you do not want to get our call, go to www.c4ej.org and donate online. Your support is very 
important to us.

Th anks, Susan

MANY THANKS TO ALL THE ATT ORNEYS AND PARA LEGALS WHO STAFFED THE ADVICE CLINICS, 
HOMELESS CLINICS, PROVIDED REPRESENTATION, AND VOLUNTEERED IN THE HOMELESS COURT.

SEPTEMBER 2016
Rachel Brooks, Ed Dawson, Brian Grambow, Marlene Hansen, Eric Hoff man, Jeff rey Holmes, Howard Marshack, 

Scott  Matt hews, Brian Parker, Michelle Prosser, Michael Reid, Tonya Rulli

Statistics for SEPTEMBER 2016
Clients Served  29         Volunteer Att orney Hours  215.6

is seeking a

Business Law Attorney
 

To apply, please visit:

Landerholm, P.S.
805 Broadway Street, Suite 1000
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LAW LIBRARY

FOR SALE - Through November, 2016

Th e law library is taking blind bids on the following items:

1.  Washington State Court Rules 2016

2.  Washington Lawyers Practice Manual - CD 2015

3.  Is it Admissible? Revision 17

4.  Kurzban’s Immigration Law Sourcebook 14th ed

5.  WA Practice 34 Summary Judgment and related motions 
2014-15

6.  WA Practice 6B Civil Jury Instruction Handbook  2015-16

7.  WA Practice 11B Criminal Jury Instruction Handbook 2015-16

8.  WA Practice 5-5C Evidence.  Volumes are 5th ed except 
volume  5C is 4th ed, all with 2015 updates

9.  Guide for Immigration Advocates from ILRC, 19th ed

Give your bid to the law librarian through the end of November.  
Bids must indicate your name, phone number, amount, and 
item(s) on which you are bidding.  Winners will be notifi ed in early 
December.  We reserve the right to withdraw an item from bidding.

BOOKKEEPING TIPS 

QuickBooks Audit Trail
Th e QuickBooks audit trail is considered the “insurance” feature of 
QuickBooks. It tracks all transaction changes, including additions, 
edits, and deletions. When mistakes are made, they can be traced 
back to aid in correcting errors. To access the audit trail, go to the 
Reports menu > Accountant and Taxes > Audit Trail.

MARIA SOSNOWSKI
Law Librarian

How can the LAW LIBRARY help you?
Th e Clark County Law Library can help you make your research 
more effi  cient, suggest resources you may not be aware of, and otherwise 
connect you to information.  

One thing we can help you do is avoid reinventing the wheel.  And to avoid 
reinventing our own wheel, read this short article about the benefi ts of a county 
law library to practicing att orneys:  htt p://tinyurl.com/zv4xjr8

EMANUELA SANDRI
Attorney Bookkeeping Services, Inc.

4 EXECUTIVE OFFICES FOR RENT 
2220 H Street (Arnada Neighborhood) • Vancouver, WA 98663 

Conference Room • Free Parking
Selected offi ces are furnished 

and include a private bathroom 
Rent $495-$895

Want attorneys to compliment practice areas 

Contact Jenny Brown @ YQC Properties LLC
(360) 798-1918

WILL SEARCH
2005 Will for Don H. & Myrna Pearson

Contact Lon Pearson at
LonPearson@aol.com or 

(360) 606-8523 with information
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Th e CCBA’s Lawyer Referral Service is a program designed 
to help the general public fi nd att orneys appropriate for their 
needs, while at the same time providing a source of new client 
business exclusively to our members.  
To participate, members pay a small one-time annual fee. 
(Th e service is free to the public.)  For more information, 
call the CCBA at 360-695-5975.

THE SWLRS REFERRED 237 CLIENTS 
IN THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER
Administrative Law   .................................................................12
Bankruptcy   ...............................................................................3
Business & Corporate   ...............................................................7
Consumer   ...............................................................................10
Criminal   ..................................................................................10
Debtor/Creditor   .......................................................................13
Family Law   ..............................................................................37
General Litigation   ....................................................................62
Labor & Employment   ..............................................................15
Real Property   ..........................................................................30
Wills & Trusts   .........................................................................23
Worker’s Comp   .......................................................................11
International Law   ......................................................................1
ADA   ..........................................................................................3

SW WASHINGTON LAWYER
REFERRAL SERVICE

October 27, 2016
YLS Happy Hour & CLE
Pacifi c Continental Bank Community 
Room - 5:00pm

November 2, 2016
CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Offi  ce Noon - 1:00pm

November 8, 2016
Superior Court Bench/Bar
Clark County Courthouse - Noon

November 9, 2016
N&B CLE: DUI Trial 
Preparation and Defense
WareHouse ‘23 Event Space 
3:00pm - 5:00pm

November 10, 2016
CCBA Family Law Section 
Lunch and CLE
Red Cross Building 11:30am - 1:00pm

November 16, 2016
Inns of Court
Heathen Brewing Feral Public House 
5:00pm - 7:00pm

MEETING MEETING

MEETING

CLE

CLE

CLE

CLE

FOR LEASE
907 Franklin

Great location between
Courthouse and Esther
Short.  Good visibility 
& signage.  $1,800/mo.
Two parking spots. 

Electric/water/sewer/garbage all included.  No charge 
for parking, common area maintenance, taxes or insurance.
A little over 900 sq/ft with two nice offices, a reception 
area and tons of storage.  All recently remodeled with new
electric/windows/ bathroom/ light fixtures/carpet and
paint.  New HVAC and alarm system.  All wired for phone
and computer.  One month security/damage deposit.  
Very charming landlord.  Lease term one year or more.

Call 695-1624



2017 CCBA OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

PRESIDENT
Chad Sleight
(360) 609-8024
chadsleightatt orney@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Mark Sampath
(360) 597-3514
mark@sampath-law.com

TREASURER
Greg Cheney
(360) 750-9931
cheney@rylanderlaw.com

SECRETARY
Le Ann Larson
(360) 397-2265
lelarson@wapa-sep-wa.gov

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Rick Mc Leod
(360) 841-5654
law@rickmcleod.com

TRUSTEE
Heather Norton
(360) 542-9511
 heather.norton.law@gmail.com

TRUSTEE
Paige Spratt 
(360) 905-1433
pspratt @schwabe.com

TRUSTEE
Christie Emrich
(360) 906-7234
CEmrich@barrarlaw.com

VLP LIAISON
Jordan Taylor
(360) 737-1478
jordan@hlf-law.com

OFFICE MANAGER
Lisa Darco
(360) 695-5975
ccbamanager@ccbawashington.org 

MEMBER SERVICES
Donna Crandall
(360) 695-5975
ccbaservices@ccbawashington.org

Bill Nelson and some of the veterans
of his 47 years of practice

PROFESSIONAL NEGLIGENCE • WRONGFUL DEATH • SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY

112 W. 11th Street, Suite 150 • Vancouver, WA 98660

360 694 4344 (Vancouver)

503 286 2779 (Portland)

Email: wnelson@bnw-law.com
Email: mthompson@bnw-law.com

www.BNW-Law.com
AV Rated, WSAJ Eagle, AAJ Member

Don’t try it yourself

In over your head with a case in Oregon? 
Let us try it – or better yet, settle it. Whether in Washington or Oregon, we’ll jump in and handle it. Generous referral program.

DON JACOBS   
Trial Lawyer of the Year, Clark County (2015) 
Past President, Oregon Trial Lawyers Assoc.

JESSE JACOBS    
OTLA Guardian and WSAJ Eagle

360-695-1624    nwinjurylawcenter.com
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Advertise in HEARSAY

Reserve your ad space today!  Call Lisa @ 695-5975

Does your business cater to the legal industry?
Get targeted exposure to CCBA members and associates!

ccbawashington.org
OCTOBER 2016

CLARK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
500 W. 8th Street, Suite 65
Vancouver, WA 98660

2016 CCBA ANNUAL MEETING
Changing of the Guards

page 6

Conference Room
available to rent

Th e CCBA’s offi  ce conference room is available
for meetings and depositions at reasonable rates. 

Call Lisa at: 

(360) 695-5975
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